THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

his councillors, as we may thereby perceive the inclination of the
Emperor towards us: for next the maynyng of a peace, which
we chiefly desire as a thing not only beneficial to our friends but
necessary for  Christendom,   we  be   much  desirous  to  know
whether he do indeed favour and love us as he pretendeth; or
in words only set a colour of affection forth for some other his
purposes.   And if he shall speak any thing unto you of his over-
ture, made for the marriage of our daughter Mary, and to marvel
that the same hath had no further furtherance, ye shall there-
unto of yourself answer that there is no fault to be arrected unto
us for that matter; for that Monsr. de Mendoza brought not
with him any commission for that purpose; whereof, as we
did not marvel when it appeared how slenderly he was dis-
patched towards us, so we have marvelled yet more to see that
the default thereof hath not been sithens supplied.    Ye may say
unto him that we proceed in our things plainly and frankly,
and when we perceive not the like in them with whom we
would have any entreaty we think their doing with us to be
rather a practice than a matter earnestly intended;  eftsoons
desiring you both to travail  earnestly  to fish  out  how the
Emperor is disposed, and to advertise us of your conference with
him, and your opinion upon the same with all possible diligence.
And if ye shall find the said Emperor inclinable to our motion
herein, ye shall say unto him, that in case the other party will do
the like, it shall be meet in your opinion that every of them shall
send unto us, upon a full conclusion in it, certain persons
instructed to declare their rights and tides, to the intent we know
the grounds of the same: whereupon ye may say ye doubt not
but we would proceed in such upright and friendly fashion as
we trust he shall be therewith contented; and to the intent he
shall give the better ear unto you, we have herewith sent unto him
a letter of credence for that purpose, which we desire and pray
you to deliver unto him accordingly.

Given under our signet at our manor of Hampton Court,
the loth day of October, the 29th year of our reign.

.     In January, 1538, the idea of a marriage between Henry and
the.Duchess of Milan was mooted.    The Duchess was the